
Idaho
Kids in action

september 2008

Vol 3, issue 1

learn and serVe

Youth leadership 
Workshops
• Pocatello – October 6
• Boise – October 8
• Moscow – October 15
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October 6-12, 2008
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diffday/index.html
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remember

continues on page 2

Note from 
the Director
Here at the State Department of Education, we 
continually work at sending out the positive reports 
of service-learning in our state.  You should be proud of your students’ 
accomplishments in providing service to your community while they increase their academic 
performance and start on the road to becoming active citizens.  As a way of documenting and 
celebrating service-learning throughout the states, the National Youth Leadership Council (NYLC) 
publishes an annual report:  Growing to Greatness (G2G).  The G2G project is a systematic strategy for 
measuring engagement of young people in service-learning and youth development programs and 
defining the passage to adulthood as a period of engaged citizenship and active learning (G2G 2008).  
We are excited to say that Idaho’s service-learning program, along with 23 other states, is featured in 
this report.  To see a full copy of this report, go to http://www.nylc.org/objects/publications/8030548_
Body.pdf.

Idaho’s service-learning and the accomplishments of the New Horizon High School in Pocatello 
are highlighted on page 129 of this report.  I am proud to include New Horizon’s report on page 3 of 
this newsletter. 

Service-Learning and the Five Promises 
Part of the G2G report is a chapter entitled:  Service-Learning and the Five Promises.  Curiosity about 
these “five promises” prompted me to read about the group called America’s Promise Alliance.  If you 
go to their website at  http://www.americaspromise.org/APA.htm you will hear a short video clip about 
this partnership alliance that is committed to doing all they can to ensure more youth stay in school 
and succeed in life.  It is chilling to hear them say that, “Every 29 seconds a high school student drops 
out of school—more than 1 million a year.”  

Visit our website at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/learn_serve/



•  Meaningful Service:  Service-learning 
actively engages participants in meaningful 
and personally relevant service activities.

•  Diversity: Service-learning promotes 
understanding of diversity and mutual respect 
among all participants.

•  Progress Monitoring: Service-learning 
engages participants in an ongoing process  
to assess the quality of implementation  
and progress toward meeting specified goals, 
and uses results for improvement  
and sustainability.

•  Link to Curriculum: Service-learning 
is intentionally used as an instructional 
strategy to meet learning goals and/or 
Idaho content standards.

•  Youth Voice:  Service-learning provides youth 
with a strong voice in planning, implementing, 
and evaluating service-learning experiences 
with guidance from adults.

•  Duration and Intensity:  Service-learning 
has sufficient duration and intensity to  
address community needs and meet  
specified outcomes.

•  Reflection:  Service-learning incorporates 
multiple challenging reflection activities 
that are ongoing and that prompt deep 
thinking and analysis about oneself and 
one’s society.

•  Partnerships:  Service-learning partnerships 
are collaborative, mutually beneficial, and 
address community needs.

The Alliance’s work revolves around ensuring that young people 
experience a critical mass of five key developmental resources or 
“promises”:  

• caring adults
• safe places
• a healthy start
• effective education
• and opportunities to help others. 

As you can see, the five promises brought out by research 
are not startling new truths, but age-old wisdom.  Nevertheless, 
the fifth promise of “opportunities to help others” correlates 
directing with service-learning in our schools.  This research 
reveals in specific ways how service-learning in childhood is a 
critical building block for success in youth and adulthood.  That 
is inspiring!

One of the Alliance’s top priorities is raising the high school 
graduation rates.  You have probably heard the statistic that 
today, nearly one in three students fails to complete high school.  
Among African American and Hispanic youth, the dropout rate 
is closer to 50 percent (Silent Epidemic 2007).  Based on surveys, 
it was discovered that the reason most of those leave school say 
they became increasingly disengaged from school during grades 
6-8 (Silent Epidemic 2007).   

Obviously, the human and social costs of this “silent 
epidemic” are staggering, and reversing this tide will have 
profound positive effects upon our communities. We at the State 
Department of Education have already taken steps to improve 
Idaho’s public education system so it meets the needs of all 
students and keeps them engaged at every grade level, through 
our Middle School Task Force and the Idaho Math Initiative, 
for example. The Learn and Serve Idaho program also plays a 
critical role in helping Idaho students at all grade levels.  The 

growing body of research collected in recent years has helped 
make a compelling case for service-learning. It has been shown 
that service-learning helps young people become connected 
with their world and enables them to achieve at school.  More 
organizations are coming to recognize that service-learning is a 
vital activity for the positive development of our young people.  
Organizations that use proven service-learning practices, which 
are integrated into the work of schools and community-based 
organizations and coupled with positive mentoring by adults, 
will make a significant impact.

In order for service-learning to make the needed impact to 
our students and our society, the practice needs to meet certain 
criteria or standards of quality.  This year, after serious research, 
the NYLC released the new K-12 Service-Learning Standards for 
Quality Practice.  These new standards were examined through 
a series of “reactor panels” made up of young people, teachers, 
school and district administrators, community members, staff 
from community-based organizations, policy-makers, and 
others interested in service-learning.  The reactor panels used 
the same standards-setting process that has been used in many 
states to develop content standards in reading/language arts, 
mathematics and science.  

Idaho has embraced these eight service-learning standards 
as best practice.  I have summarized these standards here, but 
the standards and indicators can be fully viewed in the G2G 
report on pages 10-11.  These standards are being adopted by 
Learn and Serve Idaho with the belief that they will prove to be a 
significant tool in achieving the larger goals of service-learning: 
academic improvement, increased civic responsibility, and 
strengthened communities.

Cheryl Kary,
Learn and Serve Coordinator
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K-12 Standards for Quality Service-Learning Practice



Biking and walking along the 
Portnuef River has become more 

enjoyable for the residents of Pocatello, 
thanks in part to students at New 
Horizon High School. Young people at 
the alternative school have adopted the 
Kraft Hill trailhead, a section along the 
Greenway, and created a dirt path that 
is accessible to the local community. 
With help from the Portnuef Greenway 
Foundation, they installed the trail, 
cleared it of brush and litter, and 
installed signs that explain the geology  
of the area.

The students involved are members 
of Alameda Bicycle Club, an elective 
course in its first year that engages 
young people in bike-related service-
learning projects. The bicycle club has 
also partnered with the Greater Pocatello 
Information and Visitor Center to 

provide several free bikes for use along 
the Portnuef Greenway that the students 
fixed up during class. In collaboration 
with Pocatello with Free Bikes, used 
bicycles are often given to the club  
and donated back to the community 
once restored.

According to teacher Brent Patch, 
service-learning has 
given the community a 
better perspective of kids 
who may otherwise be 
considered unsuccessful. 
He said, “When the 
community sees our 
students improving 

our city, they see the potential of youth.”
Patch says the most rewarding 

aspect of the project is to “see the kids 
understand the benefits of giving back 
to the community.” New Horizon hosts 
about a dozen service-learning  
projects annually and has had great 
success. Service-learning is supported 
through a Learn and Serve grant and 
through community partners like  
the City of Pocatello. A student 
leadership team at the high school 
brainstorms ideas for projects and the 
teachers collaborate, tying them into 
academic curriculum.

Empowering Idaho Youth

Simple ways you can 
participate in the challenge:

•  Write a letter to the editor of 
your school or community 
newspaper about your service-
learning activities.

•  Host a Service-Learning Fair 
to introduce or spotlight 
opportunities to get involved.

•  Invite key officials and the 
media to experience service-
learning first-hand.

•  Make a presentation to your 
school board or city council.

•  Create your own service-
learning YouTube video.

•  Sponsor an award ceremony or 
school assembly to recognize 
and celebrate your service-
learning accomplishments.

•  Make posters advertising your 
service-learning projects and 
post them in the halls or key 
places in your school.

•   Organize a service-learning 
T-shirt or button day at your 
school or organization.

For more activity tips 
and tools, visit www.
learnandservechallenge.org.

START PLANNING NOW!

Article from G2G



One day our 5th grade class decided to 
bring in stuff to make Christmas baskets 
for the Salvation Army.  We did this 
because we wanted to touch hearts at 
Christmas.  When I was making the two 
baskets with my partner, I felt like I was 
doing something good for other people.  
When the Salvation Army came to pick 
up the presents, I felt happy.  I felt like I 
did something good for another person 
in need.  When I really think about the 
true meaning of Christmas, I think of 
giving away, not receiving.  

Lydia K.

From this service learning project I 
gained respect for the people in need.  It 
made me not be so greedy.  The people 
in need deserve more than I do because 
they need to feel better.  This project 
helped me understand people in  
need better.

Quinten L.

This service learning project made me 
feel so good.  It did because I made a 
difference in someone’s life who needs it.  
I felt like I made a huge difference in the 
world by donating money for people who 
need hats and gloves to stay warm when 
they go outside.  And the book donating 
made me feel like I donated something 
for someone that needs education.

What I gained from this experience 
is a lot of things.  Like I could really 
make a difference  in someone’s life.  I 
also learned that by donating even a 
penny it will make a difference in a 
child’s life.  If I could I would buy a home 
for all of the people that can’t afford to 
put a roof over their head.

Lucas V.

Learn and Serve Idaho provides young people with opportunities to serve 
Idaho by connecting community service with academic learning, personal growth, 
and civic responsibility. Grantees create new service-learning programs, replicate 
existing models, and train staff, faculty, adult volunteers, and students in service 
learning. Participants are K-12, school-age youth.

Eligible applicants for Learn & Serve grants are Idaho K-12 schools of any 
grade span. Grantee schools must be committed to service learning as a teaching/
learning strategy and as an integral component of education. The vision of Learn 
and Serve Idaho is to assist schools in implementing site-based programs of service 
learning through policy, practice, and capacity building. Learn and Serve Idaho 
provides financial and technical assistance to schools as they develop and implement 
policies and supportive structures at all levels, while reducing barriers to the 
institutionalization of service learning.

For more information contact Cheryl Kary—cmkary@sde.idaho.gov or 
 208-332-6913.
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the alameda Center
Pocatello, ID

anser Charter 
school
Boise, ID

highlands 
elementary school
Boise, ID

idaho arts Charter 
school
Nampa, ID

lakeland high 
school
Rathdrum, ID

lapwai elementary 
school
Lapwai, ID

middleton high 
school
Middleton, ID

murtaugh high 
school
Murtaugh, ID

oakwood 
elementary school
Preston, ID

Orofino High 
school
Orofino, ID

parma learning 
Center
Parma, ID

parma middle 
school
Parma, ID

sorensen magnet 
school of the arts 
and humanities
Coeur d’Alene, ID

Wendell middle 
school
Wendell, ID

idaho learn and serVe 
subgrant program  

Current subgrantees  
2008-2009

Student’s Corner
Reflections from Wendell Middle School

Visit our website at 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/learn_serve/


